HS Natural Resources Animals
Pre-Interview
Interviewer:

Why did you choose to teach this lesson?

Teacher:

This quarter, my students have been learning about animal diseases. They've been doing
a lot of research on different diseases that animals can get in contact with, as well as
humans can get in contact, if they contact the animal with the disease. Today's
presentations will be the ... Each student made a brochure on a specific disease that
they've researched, so today's all presentation days. They'll be presenting their disease
that they've researched, as well as doing their animal chores.

Interviewer:

What are the learning outcomes for the lesson? How are they related to the larger
[sequence 00:00:35]?

Teacher:

Since that class is animal systems, we break down each quarter. This quarter is focusing
on the different diseases. We try to focus on the animals that we have onsite, so it's
more relevant to the student. They're able to tell me what the disease is, tell me how
you contract it, tell me the signs that you see, if the animal does have it, as well as, how
it's preventable, or the diagnosis of how to prevent this disease.

Interviewer:

How would you describe the lesson as meaningful, or relevant to our students?

Teacher:

Due to the fact that the students are in contact with these animals, it's 100% relevant.
They know the proper signs, if they see anything. They work with these animals on a
daily basis. If they see something that's not normal, they're able to let me know, and
they may be able to give me a small diagnosis, or the animal is not ... The poop is not
correct. It doesn't look right. We need to, maybe, get a vet in to check. It's just the little
things that can lead to the bigger situations. As long as they can make the first contact.

Interviewer:

First time the word poop has been used ... [crosstalk 00:01:49] What are the big
questions you're using to drive student discussion?

Teacher:
[00:02:00]

Students are pretty much presenting today, so students that are not presenting will be
taking notes on their delivery, finding out a little bit of research, because that will be on
their final. It's pretty much going to be student to student. If the student has a question
about a certain disease, that maybe they need a little bit more information on, that
should pretty much be the discussion, that way, or the questions that will be asked.

Interviewer:

How are you planning to check for understanding, or assess student outcomes?

Teacher:

Student outcomes, they will be assessed by their [inaudible 00:02:26] sheet that they're
able to give me by the end of the period, discussing each of the different diseases, with
two different facts from each one. They will also be grading the students' presentations,
as well, giving them a 1 to 10 scale on how their presentation went, which will be going
into their grade, as well.

Interviewer:

How would you describe the lesson as engaging the students?

Teacher:

Students will be able to listen to the presentation, ask questions after, and at least find
out some new information, because they haven't researched all the diseases, so it
should be quite involving, due to the fact that it's all with animals that we have onsite.
After the presentations, it will be 100% engaging, because everybody will be doing their
own chore that they choose on a weekly basis.

Interviewer:

Do the students care about, and care for the animals?

Teacher:

They do. The students are ... You're going to notice, when you're out there, that they're
very loving. While they're cleaning, they're talking to the animals. Those are signs that I
tell them, during our safety, to make sure that the animal does feel safe with you
around, because you are in there with shovels, and push brooms, and everything, which,
they may think you may hurt them. The students are very caring with these animals,
especially with our mule. He is still being worked with. You guys will be able to see,
today, that he will be out walking with two students, and just working him, making sure
that he's calm, and he's a happy camper.

Interviewer:

How do you plan to manage student behavior throughout the lesson, starting on
expectations?

Teacher:
[00:04:00]

My students ... We do chores on a weekly basis. Everybody understands my
expectations. I will be walking around with a grade book, because it is part of their
grade, to do an observational checklist, to make sure that they're doing the chore
correctly, and they are cleaning, and they're making sure the animal is safe at all times,
while they're doing all this process.
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